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ABBREVIATIONS 

C NO CURVE NUMBER 

PE POINT OF ENTRY (CHAINAGE OF START OF CURVE) 

E EASTING COORDINATE OF CURVE POINT 

N NORTHING COORDINATE OF CURVE POINT 

PC POINT OF CURVATURE (START OF CURVE WHERE STRAIGHT ALIGNMENT END) 
IT IS ALSO KNOWN AS BC BEGINNING OF CURVE 

PT (POINT OF TANGENCY) END OF CURVE 
PT WHERE THE CURVE ENDS AND STRAIGHT PORTION START AGAIN 

IT IS ALSO KNOWN AS EC END OF CURVE 

DA DEFLECTION ANGLE (INITIAL DEFLECTION FROM TANGENT) 

DC DEFLECTION CHANGE (INCREMENTAL DEFLECTION, OFTEN PER CHORD) 

T TANGENT LENGTH 
DISTANCE FROM Pl (POINT OF INTERSECTION) TO PC OR PT 

R RADIUS 

RADIUS OF THE CIRCULAR CURVE 

L LENGTH OF CURVE 
ARC LENGTH OF THE CIRCULAR CURVE 

C LONG CHORD LENGTH 
STRAIGHT-LINE DISTANCE FROM PC TO PT 

E EXTERNAL DISTANCE 

DISTANCE FROM Pl TO MID-POINT OF CURVE 

l1 (Delta) CENTRAL/ INTERSECTION ANGLE 

TOTAL ANGLE SUBTENDED BY THE CURVE AT THE CENTER 

RELATIONSHIP (FOR UNDERSTANDING) 

L = en x R x 8.) , 1 ao
T = R x TAN(l1 / 2) 
E = R [SEC(l1/2) - 1] 
C = 2R SIN(l1/2 
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